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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants' attorney wishes to bring to 
the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office the following documents listed on the 
accompanying PTO Form 1449. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(1), each of the identified references 
were first cited in a Japanese Office Action dated October 3 1 , 2003 (i.e., not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement). A copy of each listed document is 
enclosed. 



Foreign Patents 

1. Japanese Patent No. 2000-513916 

2. Japanese Patent No. 2001-524294 

3. Japanese Patent No. 2002-509628 



Please charge the amount of $180.00 in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) to 
International Business Machines Corporation's Deposit Account No. 50-0510. In the event of 
non-payment or improper payment of a required fee, the Commissioner is authorized to charge or the 
credit International Business Machines Corporation's Deposit Account No. 50-0510 as required 
to correct the error. 
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The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, or as an admission that the information cited is considered 
to be material to patentability or as a representation that no other material information exists. 
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